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Inoculation of pure bacterial cultures with the purpose of introducing specific
functionalities to a microbial ecosystem is a longstanding practice, but with infrequent
and unpredictable success. Here we try to take a more systematic approach to understand
which factors may be determining survival and activity of inoculated strains. As an
example, | will describe our approaches and results using Sphingomonas wittichii to
degrade dibenzofuran in contaminated material.
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