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DEVELOPMENTAL BIOLOGY
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Development 136,129-138 (2009)

All mammalian embryos grow up female
unless told not to, with their ‘supporting’ cells
turning into granulosa cells, which occur

in the ovaries. Only when a Y-chromosome
gene called Sry triggers the supporters to
specialize as testicular cells that nurture
growing sperm — Sertoli cells — does
maleness follow.

Ak Ko the
University of Tokyo has created a line of

transgenic mice in which the turning on
and off of Sry can be very tightly controlled.

Using these mice, they have shown that Sry Developmental Biology, Tenth Edition 10th Edition
i‘;:"f“?“%‘“ ?‘s";'lt“)e“; il by Scott F. Gilbert_~ (Author)
is to have Sertoli rather than granulosa cells. 7
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