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Syllabus Information 
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Course Description 

 

Limiting warming to 1.5 °C requires extensive efforts that will enhance both mitigation and adaptation. Most 
SDGs are intertwined with the urgent need to address climate change. Synergizing SDG and climate actions can 
become a valuable tool not only until 2030 but can sow the seeds of transformation for the rest of the 21st 
century. The synergy lies in recognizing that climate action is not isolated and is integral to a broader sustainable 
development agenda. This symbiotic relationship emphasizes the importance of integrated efforts in 
overcoming three key inertia that still hinder progress: the siloed nature of actions on development and climate 
change, the lack of a comprehensive strategy that considers both synergies and trade-offs, and investment gaps.  
 
Just transition and inclusivity at all levels are key to delivering synergistic climate-SDG actions. Focused efforts 
on synergies alone risk undermining justice as a core value and leaving vulnerable groups and regions often 
linked to less synergistic targets behind. Across technical and policy solutions, design, implementation and 
evaluation, understanding the distributional effects of climate actions and SDG co -benefits are essential to 
bridging the development-climate silos, designing comprehensive policies and financing actions that leave no 
one behind. 
 

 

 

Objectives and 
Learning Goals 

 

⚫ Explore the synergies between the international policy framework on climate change and the SDGs , 
offering relevant theories, approaches and methodology in emerging research and real-world examples  

⚫ Examine the social, economic, and environmental challenges and synergies associated with climate 
change mitigation, adaptation, and SDG co-benefits from just transition lens. The synergies extend to 
various areas of transition, such as energy, critical minerals, cities, food systems, biodiversity, health, and 
gender. In contrast, inequity, energy poverty, job loss, biodiversity degradation, and food insecurity have 
emerged as trade-offs.  

⚫ Understand how the distributional effects of climate actions and SDGs co-benefits are essential to 
designing comprehensive policies that leave no one behind and can sustainably transform society by 
enhancing synergies and reducing trade-offs with socio-economic impacts.  

 



 

 

Requirements 

 

The course requires students to attend all classes, to arrive on time, to complete readings and to participate 
actively in class discussions. This means asking questions and sharing knowledge in every class. At the 
discretion of the instructor, frequent late arrivals or absences may result in a lower grade. Please note that the 
first session is of particular importance and cannot be missed. Students are also strongly encouraged to 
regularly follow the latest news on climate change and sustainable development issues, as these events will 
be reflected in the class discussions. Relevant reporting archives will be shared by the instructor during the 
class. The expected working hours per week are five hours, including pre-readings, lecture attendance, and 
review for assignments. 

 

 Course Outline 

 

  
Lecture Outline (Contents and schedule are subject to change)  

1 Orientation and course overview  

2 Overview of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development  

3 Climate-SDGs synergies  

4 Demand side solutions to climate actions and SDGs  

5 Just transition, inclusive development, and leaving no one behind  

6 Climate and SDG finance – Integrated finance and budgeting 

7 Gender, SDGs, and climate change  

8 Just labor transition and industry 

9 Assignment 1: Class presentations  

10 Biodiversity, food security, and climate change 

11 Just urban transition, injustices and nature-based solutions  

12 Climate and biodiversity finance  

13 Biodiversity, health, and sustainability nexus in the context of climate resilience  

14 Sustainable energy and just transition in the energy sector – Financial and technological 
perspective  

15 Assignment 2: Class presentations  
*Assignment 3: Policy brief due on 21 Jul 
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Grading Policy 

 

 

Rate % Evaluation Criteria 

Assignment 1: Class 
Presentation 20 

Understanding and Application of knowledge from lectures (50) 
Quality of analysis (30) 
Discussion, argumentation, and validation (20)  

Assignment 2: Class 
Presentation   40 

Understanding and Application of knowledge from lectures (50) 
Quality of analysis (30) 
Policy relevance (20) 

Assignment 3: Policy 
brief 30 

Quality of synthesis (40) 
Discussion, argumentation, and validation (30)  
Policy relevance (20) 
Style, format & originality (10) 

Class Participation 
and Discussion 10 

Discussion during the class, Q/A 
Attendance in-person 
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